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2016 CANADIAN OLYMPIC QUALIFICATION  
& SELECTION POLICY  
 
 
This document describes how Canadian table tennis athletes qualify for entry 
in the 2016 ITTF North America Olympic Qualifier to be held in Markham, 
Ontario, April 8-10, 2016. 
 
In Section 4, the document also describes the selection criteria and the 
process for nomination to the Canadian Olympic Team for the 2016 Olympic 
Games. 
 
The process described is intended to comply with the Qualification System 
published by ITTF North America (ITTF NA) and by the International Table 
Tennis Federation (ITTF). The ITTF Qualification System is published at 
www.ittf.com. Should the Canadian Qualification Process in any eventuality 
prove to be in conflict with either the ITTF NA or the ITTF qualification 
system, the ITTF NA and/or the ITTF qualification systems prevail. 
 
All policies described in Table Tennis Canada’s National Team Selection Policy 
(published at www.ctta.ca) apply in addition to the policy outlined in this 
document. 
 
2016 ITTF NA OLYMPIC QUALIFIER 
 
1. Canada can enter 4 men and 4 women  
 
2. Athletes have an opportunity to gain entry in ITTF NA Olympic Qualifier 
the in two steps: 
 
Step 1: Canadian Olympic Qualifier (National Team Challenge aka Canada 
Cup Finals) - The top two finishing men and the top two finishing women 
qualify for the ITTF NA Olympic Qualifier. 
 
Athletes invited to the Canadian Olympic Qualifier (National Team Challenge 
aka Canada Cup Finals) include:  

• members of the Olympic Squad, the World Championships Squad 
and the Shadow Squad 

• four active* players not listed in any of the above squads in order 
of Canadian ranking 

• any additional places - up to a maximum total of 24 athletes per 
gender – will be filled by National Team Coach selection. 

 
Active*: a player is considered active if he/she participated in the 
Canadian Championships (MS/WS) and has a minimum of 10 matches in 
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the Canadian Ranking system between September 1 and the last available 
rating on which seeding at the Canadian Olympic Qualifier will be based. 

  
All players must fulfill the conditions as set out in the National Team 
Selection Policy on the day of the entry deadline for the Canadian Olympic 
Qualifier. 
 
 
Step 2: The third and fourth entry in the North American Olympic Qualifier 
will be determined by a ranking based on the points total of TTCAN Ranking, 
ITTF World Ranking and points earned at the 2016 National Team Challenge  
(see Table 1 below). 
 
 
TTCAN Ranking  
Ranking of players eligible 
to represent Canada at 
the Olympic Games – The 
latest Canadian Ranking 
available on March 1, 
2016: 

 
ITTF World Ranking 
of players eligible to 
represent Canada at the 
Olympic Games (must 
have an active ranking; 
e.g., activity in the 
previous three months): 
 

 
2016 Canadian Olympic 
Qualifier 
 

 
 1st  100  
 2nd   75  
 3rd   50  
 4th   25  
 5th   15  
 6th    8 
 
 
 

 
 1st  300  
 2nd  200  
 3rd  100  
 4th   50  
 5th   25  
 6th   12 
 
 
Bonus: athletes ranked in 
the Top 50 (Olympic 
World Ranking – 2 players 
per association) earn an 
additional 100 points. 
 

 
 1st  200  
 2nd  150  
 3rd  100  
 4th   75  
  
 
 

          Table 1 
 
 
   
TTCAN Ranking System – only players who are active - and with a minimum 
of 50 matches (ITTF, US, Canadian Ranking Systems; foreign leagues) in the 
preceding year will be considered to earn points in this category. 
 
ITTF World Ranking - Ranking period: the latest available ITTF World Ranking 
on March 10, 2016. Only athletes who have an active ITTF World Ranking 
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and have at least 10 matches in the ITTF World Ranking in the preceding 
year will be considered and may earn points in this category. 
 
TIE BREAKING PROCEDURE: 
Should two players end up with the same point total for the fourth position, 
the player with the higher World Ranking will be entered in the North 
American Qualifier. 
 
Should the tie persist, the National Team Coach and the High Performance 
Committee will break the tie. 
 
 
3. DATE OF NOMINATION  
• of athletes for the 2016 ITTF North America Olympic Qualifier:  
 March 15, 2016.  
• of qualified and selected athletes to the 2016 Olympic Games: see COC 
 deadline. 
 
On the date of nomination, the nominated athletes must fulfill all eligibility 
requirements as outlined in the National Team Selection Policy.  
 
 
 
4. CANADIAN ENTRY IN THE TEAM COMPETITION AT THE 2016 
 OLYMPIC GAMES 
 
Athlete Eligibility 
 
On the day of team nomination to the Canadian Olympic team, the 
nominated athletes must  
 
•  be Canadian citizens, according to Rule 41 of the Olympic Charter.  
•  have a valid Canadian passport that does not expire on or before 
 February 21, 2017. 
•  be in compliance with all relevant ITTF, and IOC requirements for 
 eligibility.  
•  sign and submit the COC Athlete Agreement and Eligibility Conditions 
 Form no later than July 12, 2016 
•  be a member in good standing of Table Tennis Canada.  
 
The 2016 Olympic Games will feature a team competition between National 
Olympic Committees (NOCs) A team consists of three athletes. 
  
4.1 Should Canada qualify one or two athletes at the 2016 ITTF North 
America Olympic Qualifier, the highest ITTF World Ranked Canadian 
athlete(s) (who meet(s) the eligibility criteria as set out in the National Team 
Selection Policy) will have earned the right to compete in the ITTF Final 
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World Olympic Qualifying Tournament. – Athletes competing at the ITTF Final 
World Qualifying Tournament will participate at their own expense. 
 
4.2 If Canada qualifies two athletes and earns entry in the team event 
according to the ITTF Olympic Qualification system, the third athlete will be 
selected by the National Team Coaches from among the three highest ranked 
ITTF Senior World Ranked athletes not qualified for the Olympic Games 
Singles event or an athlete who participated in the ITTF North American 
Olympic Qualifier. The guiding principle of the selection is to strengthen the 
team and to contribute to the team results either in a singles match or in a 
doubles match up. To be considered the athlete must meet the eligibility 
criteria as set out in the National Team Selection Policy. 
   
4.3  Alternate: any single vacant spot on a team created by injury or other 
unforeseen reasons before the last possible date of nomination will be 
replaced by or with the highest ranked Canadian athlete in the ITTF World 
Ranking. (The latest available ITTF World Ranking at the time of nomination 
will be used. To be considered the athlete must meet the eligibility criteria as 
set out in the National Team Selection Policy.)  Any replacements following 
the nomination deadline will be subject to the IOC/Rio 2016 Late Athlete 
Replacement Policy. 
 
4.4 Replacement/Removal of athletes before the start of the Games: 
Should an athlete qualified/selected for the Canadian Olympic Table Tennis 
team get injured, or for whatever reason not participate in the Canadian 
team's preparation, as outlined by the National Team coaches, the High 
Performance Committee shall have the authority to replace this athlete with 
an athlete selected by the National Team coaches. 
 
 
All matters concerning qualification for the 2016 Olympic Games are 
governed by the published ITTF NA Olympic Qualification System and the 
ITTF Olympic Qualification System published at www.ittf.com. 
 
Changes to this Document:  
The High Performance Committee reserves the right to make changes to this 
document, which in its discretion are necessary to ensure selection of the 
best teams possible for the 2016 ITTF North America Olympic Qualifier 
and/or the Canadian Team entry in the Olympic Games Team Competition. 
 
Any changes to this document shall be communicated to all Canadian Table 
Tennis Team Members and published to the TTCAN website forthwith.  
   
Appeals:  
Appeals of the final team selection will be addressed according to TTCAN’s 
Appeals Policy   
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Final Decision-Making Authority:  
The National Team Head Coach (or, in his absence the CEO) has final 
authority of ratifying all nomination decisions on behalf of TTCAN.  This 
includes confirming eligibility and ensuring that the provisions of these 
criteria were strictly adhered.  
 
Support Team Selection:  
The Coaches to lead the team at the Olympic Games will be the current 
National Men’s and/or the National Women’s Team Coach. The coaches will 
be confirmed by TTCAN’s Board Of Directors. 
 
Unforeseen Circumstances: 
In the event of unforeseen or unusual circumstances, as determined by the 
High Performance Committee, the High Performance Committee shall have 
the full discretion to resolve the matter as it sees fit taking into account 
factors and circumstances that it deems relevant. Any such exercise of 
discretion shall be subject to the Canadian administrative law principles of 
fairness. 
 
 - end of document - 
 
 
 
 
 


